Summer calling

thh its fresh color palette and extra-large island,
f[h|s kitchen in a new lakefront vacation home
is all set for family entertaining
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A vacation home can teach
us a lot about what's really
important when it comes to
kitchen design.

The kitchen-living areas in
most vacation homes put the
emphasis firmly on the family.
Large islands are invariably
gathering places where every-
one lends a hand to help and
the cook is never isolated.

This kitchen in a lakefront
vacation house epitomizes
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such a family-friendly design,
says designer Barbara Ince of
Susan Fredman Design Group.

“For their vacation home,
the owners wanted some-
thing very different from their
Chicago house,” Ince says.
“Comfort was a priority, and it
needed to be able to accommo-
date the couple and their four
children, plus visiting friends
and family.

“They wanted a relaxed,

fun feel to the kitchen-living
area, but didn't want to go
overboard in terms of color.”

Ince says the inspiration
for the white and soft watery
blue palette came from the
lake, which can be seen from
the kitchen. The design was
also influenced by traditional
beach house and farmhouse
architecture.

“The five-panel cabinetry
design references farmhouse

furniture, but it is more clean
lined. Similarly, the door pulls
have that traditional farm-
house association, but the look
has been modified.”

Ince says the large 11ft x
6ft island, which has a Carrara
marble top, was another key
element of the design.

“The owners requested an
enormous island where the
whole family could congre-
gate. Everything takes place on
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Facing page: White-painted cabinetry
with a traditional five-panel door
design reflects a farmhouse design
influence for this kitchen in a new
vacation home.

Above: An extra-large island is the
centerpiece of the kitchen, and

the gathering place for friends and
family. The island incorporates
storage, shelving and cleanup
facilities. It has a Carrara marble top,
while the perimeter cabinets feature
Pietra Cardoza marble.
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Above and facing page: Changes in
ceiling levels and pendant lights help
to define the different areas within
the large, open-plan space. A casual
dining area is positioned in the nook
created by a large bay window. This
features banquette seating that
enables more people to fit around
the table.

Right: The living area features a river
rock fireplace surround and natural
wood mantle. The shelving unit at
right incorporates an antique gate.
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the island — the food prep and
serving, and casual dining.”

The traditional look is
enhanced by an integrated
refrigerator and matching
pantry doors flanking the
cooking center. Chalkboard
paint on the pantry doors
provides a creative outlet for
family members. The pantry
includes a mini wet bar and a
prep sink.

A backsplash featuring

watery blue glass tiles adds a
splash of color to the rear wall.
The color is repeated in the
furnishings, including a dining
table and banquette seating in
a bay window that overlooks
the lake.

“The banquette seating
was a way to ensure lots of
people could sit around the
table,” says the designer.

In the main living area,
large comfortable sofas are

upholstered in a soft aqua-blue
fabric that has a chenille look,
not unlike beach towels.

Other key design features
include wide plank flooring
that reinforces the farmhouse
ambiance. And a river rock
fireplace surround features
light-colored stone that’s in
keeping with the soft palette.

“) More images and plans at
%4 Trendsideas.com/go/31818

Kitchen and interior designer: Barbara
Ince, ASID and Jamie Myers,

Susan Fredman Design Group
(Chicago, IL)

Builder: Gerard Homes

Cabinetry: \White painted, sourced
through Susan Fredman Group
Hardware: Rocky Mountain Hardware
Countertops: Carrara marble from
Marble Emporium on island; Pietra
Cardosa marble on perimeter
Backsplash: Glass Reflections subway
tiles from Dattile; recycled glass
mosaics from Oceanside

Bar stools: Baker Furniture

Dining furniture: Celadon chairs from
Main Cottage; banquette upholstered in
Kravet fabric

Paints: Benjamin Moore

Lighting: Stonegate pendants; Vendome
small chandelier from Visual Comfort
Sinks: Kohler

Faucets: Rohl

Oven and cooktop: \Wolf
Refrigeration: Sub-Zero
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